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There's plenty to explore in Durant 
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The Three Valley Museum in Durant focuses on the history of southeast Oklahoma. OKLAHOMA TOURISM 

Discover Oklahoma

By Lindsay Vidrine
For The Oklahoman

DURANT — Durant may be the Magnolia Capital of Oklahoma, but there is a lot more to this community than just the beautiful flowering trees. This town of 14,000 residents in southeastern Oklahoma is home to many attractions, such as Lake Texoma with its camping and fishing opportunities, plus historic Fort Washita, dating from 1842, the Three Valley Museum, featuring Choctaw artifacts, and food and shopping in historic downtown Durant. 

As I drove into Durant, a sign for a local farmers market caught my eye. I pulled off the highway to find a newly constructed barn and lots of fresh produce and homemade goods. The variety and quality were better than a lot of markets I've explored. 

Next on the list was a walk down the revitalized Main Street to check out the shops. All of the shopkeepers were friendly and gave me the scoop on where the locals eat. I ventured into The Hollow Tree, an eclectic gift shop that has a tearoom in the back. 

It has dozens of flavored teas in stock so I tried the raspberry tea with my chicken salad sandwich. It was the perfect light lunch to keep me fueled for the rest of the day. 

Durant is hopping with tearooms, all boasting their own special decor and house specialties. I hit the Magnolia Tea Room for an afternoon dessert and highly recommend the pie and cheesecake. 

At Fourth and Main Streets sits the Three Valley Museum. Situated in the heart of the Red, Blue and Washita river valleys, this museum focuses on the history of southeast Oklahoma. Special attractions include a small town exhibit area on the second floor depicting more than 20 businesses and scenes from the early 1900s, a large display area on transportation exhibits, and a Native American Gallery, highlighting the Indian tribes in the region. 

One of my favorite parts about touring the Three Valley Museum is getting an inside look at the meticulous renovation work they've done to an old filling station that now houses the museum. 

Next up, you'll want to visit Nature's Body Emporium also on Main Street. This is a massage therapy school, which is also a full service day spa offering massages, facials, foot treatments and body wraps. They take appointments and walk-ins. If you're short on time, I recommend the chair massage — it's quick and very effective. 

If you happen to be in Durant on a Thursday night, be sure to check out Music on Market Square. This is a program of Durant Main Street which brings in local musical talent for a free community concert. Each week features a different music genre and artist — all of which make for a fun-filled evening. The concerts draw an all-ages crowd from across the county who enjoy the music and the newly renovated Market Square. Just remember to bring a lawn chair or blanket, as the park benches can fill up quickly. 

In addition to weekly live music, the city plays host each year to the Magnolia Festival and the Oklahoma Shakespearean Festival. While you're in town, don't forget to visit Southeastern Oklahoma State University, a picturesque institution known as the Campus of a Thousand Magnolias. 

Durant is also home to the headquarters of the Choctaw Nation, the third largest Indian tribe in the United States, with a membership of more than 100,000. Since 1978, the tribal government has grown from 75 employees to more than 1,500. The Choctaw Nation owns the Choctaw Casino and Resort in Durant which has more than 700 gaming machines, live dealer-assisted blackjack and a bingo pavilion large enough to accommodate more than 600 bingo patrons. It's a great destination for gaming action and a variety of dining choices, as well as live entertainment. 

For an overnight stay, the Choctaw Casino and Resort offers lots of amenities and will soon be opening a water park called The Oasis. You'll also find clean rooms and great service next door at the newly built Microtel Inn and Suites. 

This community offers both small-town charm and big city opportunities for its citizens and visitors. Make plans now to explore Durant. 

Lindsay Vidrine is public relations director of the Travel and Tourism Division at the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department.

